tion, the small amount of uneasiness experienced by the patient, and the success which has attended the removal of the growth.
The facts are as follows : A small, active, and intelligent man, fifty-four years of age, was admitted October 1, 1851, in consequence of a tumor growing from the velum pendulum palati. He states that his health has always been good, that he has lived temperately, and that he has followed an occupation connected with the hemp and flax trade. To the dust which arises in turning over these materials, and the irritation it caused in his throat, he attributes the development of the growth to be presently described. Such an origin, however, is problematical.
A few days before admission the patient complained to a surgeon about a sore throat, and upon the latter examining the region, the tumor was for the first time observed; the man, in fact, was perfectly ignorant of its existence ; he had, "to be sure," he said, "felt some little difficulty in swallowing, and thought the food did not go down so well as usually, but he had never thought of looking into his throat." No pain in the part had ever been felt.
The tumor hung down into the pharynx, resting upon the back part and root of the tongue, and advancing into the irfouth. This is its ordinary position, and it appeared in this situation when the patient first opened his mouth for an examination.
The tumor rested upon the dorsum of the tongue, covering its two posterior thirds ; it may be freely moved from side to side, and seems as if it would fall out. When carefully examined, the peduncle by which it is attached appears to be continuous with the right pillars of the fauces on the outer side, and with the right portion of the uvula on the inner. Towards the left border of the tumor, the left half of the uvula could be detected by irritating the mucous membrane, when a slight retraction of a very minute ridge was sufficient evidence of the situation of this organ. The entire surface was covered by mucous membrane, the subjacent vessels of which were enlarged and tortuous, giving rise to the impression that the growth itself might be supplied with large blood-vessels. In the absence of Mr. The wound was very trivial, extending along the posterior pillar of the fauces chiefly, and in the site of the uvula. It healed in a few days, and the patient left the hospital ten days after the operation.
The man showed himself again four months afterwards, when the pillars of the fauces were found quite perfect; and except the loss of the uvula, in which part there is a slight cicatrix, the region had entirely regained its normal and healthy aspect.
I^pon examining the morbid structure there could be no doubt but that it was of a carcinomatous nature ; and this opinion, derived from mere ocular inspection, was confirmed by observation assisted by the microscope. As an instrument for assisting diagnosis, the microscope became available, as stated above, in the first examination. 
